Congress of the Mnited States
MWashinogton, DE 20515

June 30, 2017

The Honorable Rex Tillerson
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
2301 C Street NW
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As Members of Congress deeply concerned by the rise of global anti-Semitism, we are writing in
response to reports that the Office to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism may be unstaffed as of
July 1. Congress required the State Department to create the Office, headed by the Special Envoy
to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism, in the Global Anti-Semitism Review Act (Public Law
108-332), through provisions authored by Rep. Chris Smith, a lead cosigner of this letter. The
Act passed Congress in 2004 with broad bipartisan support. Earlier this year, 167 members of
Congress from both parties sent a letter to President Trump, urging him to prioritize the
appointment of Special Envoy after reports surfaced that the position may not be filled.

We now ask whether the State Department intends to comply with the Fiscal Year 2017 (FY17)
Omnibus Appropriations Act and plans to fill the position of the Special Envoy to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism in a timely manner. Further, we urge you to maintain staff in the Office
to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism, which is crucial to ensuring U.S. efforts against global
anti-Semitism match the scale and severity of threats to Jewish communities on the ground.

Under Public Law 108-322, the Special Envoy and the Office are to monitor and combat acts of
anti-Semitism abroad, document these incidents in State Department reports, and consult with
appropriate domestic and international nongovernmental and multilateral organizations. A strong
leader needs solid staff support — particularly true for a position such as the Special Envoy who
is tasked with tracking anti-Semitism around the globe.

Under the leadership of Ranking Member Nita Lowey, a lead cosigner of this letter, the FY17
Omnibus instructed federal departments to comply with the directives, reporting requirements,
and instructions contained in the FY17 House and Senate reports unless specifically directed to
the contrary. Page 14 of the House Report 114-693 states:

“Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL).--The Committee recommendation
includes the requested funds for human rights vetting. The recommendation also includes
funds for support of the Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism. The
Committee remains concerned about the rise of anti-Semitism and the increase in anti-
Semitic incidents around the world. The Committee supports efforts by the Department
of State to emphasize Holocaust education.”
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Because of the importance of this position and growing anti-Semitism abroad, the FY17
Omnibus included additional language regarding the Special Envoy on page 7 of its explanatory
statement:

“The Secretary of State is directed to fill the position of Special Envoy to Monitor and
Combat Anti-Semitism authorized by Public Law 108-332 in a timely manner.”

State Department spokesperson Mark Toner stated on April 14 that the Administration will
appoint a Special Envoy. We understand that filling the position of Special Envoy takes time and
the final placement of the Office may wait until a State Department reorganization is complete.
Nevertheless, these new reports about the lack of staff in the Office raise questions about
whether the State Department will comply with the directives and instructions 1egard1ng the
Special Envoy contained within the FY17 Omnibus.

Thank you for your attention to these critical issues. We look forward to your response about
whether the State Department intends to comply with the FY17 Omnibus and fill the position of
Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism in a timely manner and fully implement
Public Law 108-332 by maintaining staff in the Office to Monitor and Combat Anti-Semitism.

Respectfully,
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Nita M. Lowey Christopher H. Smith
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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